
November 22-23, 2017 1 Samuel 12:23-24 
  
As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I will 
teach you the way that is good and right.  But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all 
your heart; consider what great things he has done for you. 
  
 “Consider what great things he has done for you.”  We use this American-made holiday of 
Thanksgiving to do just that; not just give thanks, but to give thanks to the Lord for what he has done for us.  In 
order to give thanks we need to do more than command it.  We need to let the Holy Spirit work through a 
consideration of what God has done for us.  That’s what Samuel tells the Israelites to do.  That’s also what we 
need to do.  Consider it.  Look at it.  Let God generate thanksgiving in the heart.  
 There was a recent scuffle in the news between President Trump and Lavar Ball over whether Lavar 
should thank President Trump for freeing his son from jail.  You want people to say thank you, but you 
shouldn’t do things in order that people will tell you thanks.  You would think that thanksgiving would come 
naturally, but it doesn’t.  You have to sometimes harp on children, just to say thanks.  Why is that?  They are 
born with an attitude that thinks everyone around him has been born to serve him.  After all, the world revolves 
around him.  So parents do their best to ingrain in their children a sense of understanding that the world does not 
revolve around the child; that he needs to be considerate of what others are doing for him.  They say to the 
child, “What do you say?”  Again and again they repeat the question until the child finally starts learning to be 
considerate of others; to think about what they are doing for him or her.  That’s a hard thing to do; to live your 
life with consideration.  
 Consideration is just a thought.  But consideration is at the heart and core of what we do.  It drives what 
we do.  Samuel says,  Consider what great things he has done for you.  When the ten lepers were healed only 
one stopped to consider, “How should I respond to the One who healed me?”  He was willing to put off his 
family and his life for a short while to return and thank Jesus.  The rest of them only thought about getting back 
to their families and their lives.  Jesus called them out on it.  He was saddened that only one returned; that those 
who had been brought up under the Law did not.  When Jesus was about to raise Lazarus, He first of all thanked 
the Father for hearing His prayer.  He didn’t just go ahead and raise Lazarus without first of all considering how 
the whole thing worked.  He considered how the Father and the Spirit worked with Him in His ministry; and He 
appreciated what they were willing to do through Him and with Him.  He then verbally thanked them in prayer 
so that others who were with Him would recognize how and why He was going to raise Lazarus.  

Thankfulness starts with a simple thought.  Think about and consider the great things God has done for 
you.  When you put your child to bed and press your skin against his soft and gentle skin; consider to yourself; 
God gave me this child.  When you are able to pay another electricity bill, consider to yourself; God gave me 
the ability to work and earn money to pay for this.  How much time or effort does it take just to think about who 
gives you what you have?  Thoughts race through our minds thousands of times a day.  How difficult is it to put 
God into the equation; to take your mind outside of what you want and how you feel and what you are going to 
do; just to think about what God has done for you; how He has given you what you have; what He wants for 
your life? Mature Christians are thoughtful and considerate of what they have and what they are called to do.  

Consider what great things he has done for you.  Note the word “for”.  It’s a key word.  God wants us 
to consider what He does FOR us more than what we consider He does THROUGH us or IN us.  Joel Osteen 
will constantly point you to what God can do IN you or THROUGH you.  So when you don’t find yourself 
doing what he says you should do, well then it’s hard to be thankful.  Elderly people have a hard time being 

1 



thankful, because they grew up with God doing things THROUGH them, not FOR them.  They feel worthless 
because people have to wait on them and they can’t help themselves.  This is the focus of so much of 
Christianity today - what great things God can do THROUGH you.  That only lasts as long as you are healthy 
and successful.  If your thankfulness is based on what God is doing through you, then what happens when your 
mind and body don’t function well anymore?  Your THANKFULNESS will turn into BITTERNESS.  You will 
find no reason to give thanks because God won’t seem to be working through you like He used to.  You may 
even feel abandoned by God.  

That’s not what Samuel wanted the Israelites to consider; and it’s not what God wants our thankfulness 
to be based on either.  “FOR” puts God as the Giver, and us as the recipients.  We cannot be givers and God 
cannot work THROUGH us unless we first of all see His work FOR us.  We come here to worship God because 
of His greatest gift; He decided to die for us: to become our sin: to take God’s wrath on His shoulders.  Jesus 
has made us righteous and holy by carrying our sins to His cross and burying them in His grave.  He did this 
long before we were ever even born.  We deserved none of this, yet Jesus gave us all of it through baptism and 
faith.  Consider what God has done for you; apart from you; with no effort or worthiness on your part.  When 
you stop and consider this; when you think about it, you can’t help but be thankful.  

But the devil gets us thinking about other things; things that are so inconsequential in this life.  Instead 
of thinking about WHAT God had done for the Israelites; they got to thinking about HOW He did it.  They 
didn’t like the WAY God was taking care of them.  It wasn’t flashy enough; powerful enough; lasting enough. 
Think about it.  The LORD was using Samuel to lead them.  Samuel was an old man.  He wasn’t powerful 
looking.  He was frail looking.  He didn’t have charisma or charm.  Who else did God use to save them from the 
other oppressors?  Gideon was from a small tribe.  He only used trumpets and glass jars and torches to win a 
victory.  Barak was so afraid to go fight that he begged Deborah to go with him and hold his hand.  Jephthah 
was a cast off who became leader by default and then ended up sacrificing his own daughter on return from 
victory.  So all of these judges that God chose to deliver the Israelites were flashes in the pan; they weren’t 
models of faith; they only helped in certain regions of Israel for a limited space and time; they didn’t exude the 
confidence and political posturing of a king.  God delivered them through these men; but the Israelites didn’t 
like the men that God used.  They demanded a king; especially so they could be like all of the other nations 
around them who had a king.  Instead of stopping to be considerate of WHAT God did, they were only thinking 
about HOW He did it; and they didn’t like it. 

As Samuel gave his farewell speech he wanted the Israelites to stop and consider what they were doing 
with this request.  They were rejecting Samuel, and Samuel had done nothing wrong.  He was a completely 
faithful servant to them and to God.  He said, 

Here I stand. Testify against me in the presence of the LORD and his anointed. Whose ox have I 
taken? Whose donkey have I taken? Whom have I cheated? Whom have I oppressed? From 
whose hand have I accepted a bribe to make me shut my eyes? If I have done any of these, I will 
make it right.” “You have not cheated or oppressed us,” they replied. “You have not taken 
anything from anyone’s hand.” Samuel said to them, “The LORD is witness against you, and also 
his anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything in my hand.” “He is witness,” 
they said. 

Samuel then proceeded to give a history lesson as to how the LORD had provided for them just fine throughout 
their history. 

Now then, stand here, because I am going to confront you with evidence before the LORD as to all 
the righteous acts performed by the LORD for you and your fathers. “After Jacob entered Egypt, 

2 



they cried to the LORD for help, and the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your 
forefathers out of Egypt and settled them in this place. “But they forgot the LORD their God; so 
he sold them into the hand of Sisera, the commander of the army of Hazor, and into the hands of 
the Philistines and the king of Moab, who fought against them. They cried out to the LORD and 
said, ‘We have sinned; we have forsaken the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths. But 
now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve you.’ Then the LORD sent 
Jerub-Baal, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel, and he delivered you from the hands of your enemies 
on every side, so that you lived securely. 
These people may not have been very flashy or very popular; yet the LORD was able to use them just 

fine to get the job done; to get His people to live securely.  So in reality they had NO GOOD REASON to be 
asking for a king.  They may not have realized it; they may not have intended it; but their request was not only 
rejecting Samuel but more so in fact REJECTING God as king.  
 What a great lesson for us as Christians yet today.  How easy it is to fall into the line of thinking as the 
Israelites; to not be content with the way in which God has answered your prayers.  “Yes, Jesus, you died on a 
cross and paid for my sins; but I was really hoping you would give me better success and more friends in this 
world too.  Lord, I am thankful for this church, but I would really like one with a different musical style; and 
this just isn’t cutting it for me.  I like taking the Lord's Supper, but I was really hoping you could empower my 
life more.”  It goes on and on.  “I like this house, but I’d really like . . . If only you’d give me better health . . . 
I’d really be thankful if I could just . . .”  So God does all kinds of things for us; but we don’t like the WAY in 
which He does it.  It isn’t powerful enough; it isn’t flashy enough; it isn’t good enough.  We may not realize it, 
but if we reject the way in which God gives us Himself; then we are rejecting God.  We are telling God that the 
way He deals with us isn’t flashy enough; powerful enough; or good enough.  So there He sits with the most 
powerful words of love and forgiveness in the cross and the sacraments, and we tell Him, “That’s not good 
enough?”  We enjoy the gifts that we need and are best for us, and we are always craving something different 
and something more.  
 The Israelites weren’t happy with Samuel, even though in reality there was nothing wrong with him. 
They wanted a king, He gave them one.  His name was Saul, and he wasn’t exactly a good king.  There are 
consequences to getting what we want.  Many couples just can’t wait to get divorced, but then they find out that 
divorce made life much worse than what they imagined it would be.  Some can’t wait to finally get the 
promotion, but then the promotion brings with it brand new headaches and problems.  They can’t wait to move 
from where they are, but then the new place has terrible neighbors or a leaky roof.  They get what they want, 
but then they don’t want what they got.  They wish they had just been content with what they had.  The same 
would ring true of the Israelites with their kings.  But the LORD wanted the Israelites to know right away that 
there would be consequences to their inconsiderate prayer.  

Now then, stand still and see this great thing the LORD is about to do before your eyes! Is it not 
wheat harvest now? I will call upon the LORD to send thunder and rain. And you will realize 
what an evil thing you did in the eyes of the LORD when you asked for a king.” Then Samuel 
called upon the LORD, and that same day the LORD sent thunder and rain. So all the people 
stood in awe of the LORD and of Samuel. 

The LORD put a judgment on their wheat harvest; ruining it with an immediate and untimely downpour of 
thunder and rain.  The LORD in effect said, “I’ll give you what you want; but you are going to have to suffer 
for it.”  The Israelites then realized through this miraculous downfall that the LORD was not happy with their 
request.  
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 Now, you might read this and think to yourself, “Boy, the LORD really let them have it!  He sure was 
angry.”  But consider why the LORD did this.  Was the LORD just letting off some steam or did He have a 
better motive?  Here the Israelites were just living their life making a selfish and unthankful demand of God; 
they didn’t even consider how sinful their request was.  The LORD wanted to bring them to repentance over 
their thoughts and their prayers.  He sent a terrible rainstorm so they would be able to reflect on their sinfulness. 
It worked.  The people all said to Samuel, “Pray to the LORD your God for your servants so that we will 
not die, for we have added to all our other sins the evil of asking for a king.” 

Sometimes the most loving thing God can do for us is to give us what we selfishly want; to let us suffer 
by giving us what we ask for and work for; so that we can realize how sinful we’ve been; how selfish we’ve 
been; how unthankful we’ve been.  

All of human history revolves around us demanding things that we shouldn’t want; starting at the 
Garden of Eden.  We ate from the tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  From that point on we continually 
demanded to have things we shouldn’t want.  It comes to completion then when God gives us all what we are 
born to want; reflected in the cries of the chief priests and teachers of the law; “Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!” 
Ever since the Fall man has wanted to blame God for all of His problems; for God to get out his way and die. 
At the crucifixion we see God fulfill our sinful wish; as we put to death the author of life.  As He gives us what 
we want; the sky turns dark.  It is ashamed to look at what we’ve done; what we’ve desired.  Then even the 
centurion realizes what we’ve done; a terrible thing; an awful request and a dirty deed; for God to be crucified. 
We see this terrible death and can’t help but hang our heads in shame.  God gave us a King; His only Son; but 
instead of thanking God for His gift we rejected and hated His only Son and crucified him!  Shame of shames! 

What can we do?  What should He say?  “Why should I give you forgiveness when you gave me death?” 
But what does He say?  “You gave me hatred, I give you love.  You gave me sin and death; I give you 
forgiveness and life.”  When Samuel was asked to pray for the Israelites who had wronged him Samuel said, far 
be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you.  So God’s Word says that 
Jesus also lives to continually intercede for those who come to the Father through Him.  Thank God that we 
have such a faithful High Priest; One who continues to do His duty; even when we are not thankful; even as we 
live our lives forgetting about what He has done for us.  

Abel’s blood for vengeance, pleaded to the sky 
But the blood of Jesus for our pardon cries 

Hebrews 4:14-16 says, “We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then 
approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 
our time of need.”  
  

This Thanksgiving Day all that has been talked about is a consideration; a simple use of the mind.  Just 
sit for a few minutes and think.  Think about and consider what great things God has done FOR you.  That is 
what we do during the sermon.  We sit and we contemplate on what God’s Word says to us.  This is the 
beginning of wisdom; to a new way of life; a life of Thanksgiving.  Samuel said, “I will teach you the way that 
is good and right.  But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider 
what great things he has done for you.”   Samuel was more than willing to teach them how to live thankful 
and faithful lives; but it all started with a consideration of how good and gracious the LORD had been with 
them; delivering them from evil.  May these considerations on God’s greatness lead you to a life of 
thanksgiving today and always.  Amen.  
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